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In the event of a peace being settled with the Peashwa, it will perhaps be
thought proper to recal General Goddard's detachment, and their best route lies
through Mahdajee Sindia's territories. With a view to such an event you will
stipulate with Mahdajee Sindia, that he shall allow them a free passage, and as-
sist them in procuring provisions and other necessaries on the road.

I inclose a letter which I have written to Sindia informing him of the powers
which I have delegated to you, and desire that you will urge him to an immedi-
ate decision on the propositions which you have to make to him. Inform him
that any delay or evasion on his part may preclude an accommodation for ever,
and that by your answers I shall be regulated in entering into another plan of
connections which will not only prove an insuperable bar to the views he has at
present formed on the northern provinces, but draw such a powerful attack on
his own territories as must infallibly end in his expulsion and ruin.

If, after the conclusion and execution of the separate treaty with Mahdajee Sin-
dia, he should desire to promote a peace between us and the Peashwa, I will ap-
point a person with full powers to negociate the same through the channel of his
introduction and mediation.

I am &c.

WARREN   HASTINGS.

NUM. 4. C.

EXTRACT  of a letter from the Governor General to the Governor Gene-
ral and Council, dated Banaris the 22nd of October 1781.

IH A V E already expressed my approval of the orders sent to Bombay, and
to Brigadier General Goddard on the 24th of September, against a plan of
offensive operations, and an augmentation of the military establishment on that
Coast. The reasoning in favor of an increase of their army is doubtless overset
by their own confession of an inability to maintain what they have already; and
we are unable to supply them. I have not yet seen the plan of offensive opera-
tions recommended; but I am generally against it, not being able to discover to
what useful object it can tend, be it what it may. This Government has no ob-
ject but a peace. We have acquired all that we sought for when we were for-
ced into the war, and we have offered to part with a large share of that all to ef-
fect a peace: But I am influenced by still further reasons for approving of the
orders sent to Brigadier General Goddard; and these I shall now recite, first mak-
ing an apology to the Board for not having before given them public informa-
tion of the facts on which they were grounded. I alluded to them distantly in
an official letter which 1 wrote to Mr. Wheler from Chunar ; but from a fear
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